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e Bridget O'Neill, Actress

As a barista (who happens to be from Seattle) I've had my fair share of Starbuck's coffee
(and no, I never worked there). I believe the reason so many people enjoy it is because
Starbuck's espresso is a dark roast with a strong (dare I say bitter) flavor to which, when
vou add sweet and ereamy ingredients to, you can still taste the coffee. That's key.
Starbuck's coffee goes well with eream and sugar, if you're into that. It's the kind of coffee
you doetor up. It's strong and bold no matter what yvou do to it.

In my experience as a Barista (working with beans from Counter Culture and Intelligensia)
I've tasted some beautiful, single origin coffee beans, medium roast, they had interesting
and varied flavor profiles (sometimes "tea-like") ete. and they were all delicious as is,
black, but it (practically) ruined them if you add eream and sugar.

If someone likes a strong eup of coffee, to which they like to add eream and sugar to, they
would typically complain about a light or a medium roast.

Ultimately, people like what they like, and they don't really care why w
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I'm with you.

I actually find it hard to believe just how bad Starbucks coffee is.

I'm an espresso drinker. Starbuclks coffee is pretty muech my benehmark for "bad".

It is extremely rare to find coffee worse than what you get at Starbucks.

If it's worse than Starbucks, it's usually actually because somethings gone wrong. Like the

beans were over roast, or someone who doesn't know how to use a proper coffee machine
made it.

But I do still go there.
Why?

Because they are everywhere, they are landmarks, and for some reason, people seem to like

them.

Most people aren't coffee connoisseurs. They don't like taking risks, they know exactly
what they are getting at a Starbucks, and for most people the atmosphere of a coffee shop,
the seating, and the element of familiarity are more important.

For those reasons, I still meet people in a Starbucks from time to time.

It's a very "safe"” place to meet someone, be it a date, a friend, a family member, or a work
colleague.
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Exception: the Starbucks 'reserve’ roastery in Seattle which is actually a bona fide
paradise for coffee lovers.
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STARBUCKS COFFEE
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Alocal coffee shop in New York's &7 & =l

East Village claiming it had to close A damaged front window of 2 A store on Piccadilly with its windows
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